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City Body II — Harbor (Preface)

Tang Huang-chen

What is the point of this preface? Some people will surely ask curiously a city is
a city, a place where people live what is there to search for? On top of which
we have now added the word “harbor.” Harbor city? City harbor? Some people
have nothing better to do than look for trouble and it tends to be the case that
artists are exactly that sort of person. Art cannot live in a world of reason alone.

At the same moment we were beginning our second search of the city an artist
who took part in City Body | and a good friend of mine, Mr. Wang jen-chuan,
passed away suddenly, so don’t talk to me about reason. Is life based on
reason or do we simply decorate it with rational interpretations? Perhaps
instead it is fundamentally impossible to differentiate whether your
interpretation is explained in a rational way or not.

Harbors are places where sea going vessels are rested, where goods are
loaded and unloaded and where opportunities for travel are multiplied, a portal
for comings and going. A harbor is a dagger penetrating inland, a place from
where people can look stupefied at the oily water before them. At the same
time, a harbor is not everything you have described it to be, representing a
time of military service for those in the navy and infused with the power to
make people want to flee

Harbors are full of a multitude of different things and colors, whether people,
goods or opened containers. Northern European furniture might surprisingly
find itself spending a lot of time with Hong Kong abalone. Perhaps under the
burning hot sun a container of smuggled food rots and is turning stomachs as
far as a kilometer away.

| remember a film that was part of the Golden Horse Film Festival not long ago,
both the film and the making of the film were made into tapes and the contrast
between the two was extremely interesting, almost as if both of them were
films. In one scene the doors of a large container being carried by a big rig are



open and appears to be carrying a group of naked people of all ages who
seem to be on their way to the gas chamber. Though maybe that was not it at
all, especially as that scene didn’t appear in the film at all, it was cut.

Harbor city, city harbor, of course there is no rationale, but saying there isn’t is
equally strange. Is Taiwan a harbor? A way-station? An island? A country? A
territorial shore? In that case what about Kaohsiung, Taichung or Keelung
harbors? Even Tainan was once a harbor and the Sanpan that made it across
the Taiwan Straits far looked upon a land of hope, what the Dutch warships
saw as Formosa. That is a real harbor!

Will it become a city after you live there for a while?

We plan to maintain a dialogue with the public through websites, videos,
written words and games. The process of searching is a life, just like the
archeological phenomena that Wang Jen-chuan used to love so much; the
earthy color, humidity, location, layers, structure, behavior, models and the
search for life and death.
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