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City Body (Origins)

Theme Extension
City — A Body Carved Up



When we step in something that squelches under-foot like rotten papaya, it's a
natural reaction to turn away as if smelling something unsavory, though in truth
there is really no smell at all. When a city is being carved up it is often a
magnificent sight, one that we feel compelled to stare at. As | have driven from
my home in Peidu in the north to Taipei, I've observed over the years the way
in which the bodies of Hsichih and Tunghu have been repeatedly carved up. In
the beginning there were still many green areas where people planted
vegetables and traditional Taiwanese three-sided courtyard homes, but rapidly
growing high rise apartment blocks have now turned these into dead end
spaces awaiting elimination. The temple to the side of the new highway
hemmed in by high-rise blocks is a solitary testament to the fact that religious
brilliance cannot be moved.

City — A Microcosm of Confusion

Beyond the recently planted but dying palm trees, in an office building complex
which boasts of its carefully planned underground piping, is a two story high
scrap metal yard, an orderly park with trees amidst the wilderness. Different
roads crisscross, rise and fall without end, whether from Keelung to Taipei or to
Mucha and Wuku. Having climbed to the top of a hill these roads seem to me
to as if I've jumped into the confused remains of a modern city.

City — Skin and Bones Mixed Together

Our city is currently in a process of upturning the land on which we live, so that
the upper levels are inverted and the soil on the surface (perhaps itself from
some lower level) has still more dirt placed on top of it. Unfortunately the city is
not all grassy areas, it comes with a cerebral cortex of human memories, a
layer of past collective physical warmth. By carving up the body, places that
were once familiar become an eyesore and earth that cannot be turned is
transformed into some unrelated scar. On the one hand we are captivated by
the image, on the other our mind is an ocean of confusion.

City — A Lost Search

Riverbeds that need to be dredged have instead been made deeper and wider
as cranes and diggers hurry about their business on bits of almost
unrecognizable green land. In the fire red light of the setting sun | see a bizarre
inverted image of the yet to be completed elevated highway. On the
disappearing distant mountains climb dazzling square box homes. All of this
appears as from a bird’s eye view from the corner of my eye, as | fly from the
car and float suspended in the air above the road to Taipei.

Am | searching for the city or is the lost city leaping towards me?

City Body (Project Structure)

Utilizing Biomechanics

The City Body project seeks a work style and work groups that can be
creatively expanded. As a result, it is necessary to maintain a link between an
identifiable narrative center and individual innovation, so that the aesthetic of
everything is expanded as different elements are mixed together. Recipes
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often talk of the need to “cook on both sides until golden yellow”, “stir until it
boils,” providing many associated ideas of organic cooperation and a stark
contrast with the appearance of a city carved up by diggers. In describing the
city as a carved up body what is immediately noticeable is that a city is not an
organic whole made up of recipe-like elements. In the body sensitive sensors
constantly measure the distance between the current situation and set
objectives reflecting a feedback control that demands sensors are redefined
and a structure based on constant supplements and rebirth

The operation of any bio organism is the result of precise coordination. In the
same way, City Body is a quest for an effective model for the structure of the
project.

We are prepared not to use a joint exhibition venue, allowing anyone who
wants to take part to do so whenever convenient and to “present work” in
whatever format they decide. No restrictions will be placed on either form of
expression or geographical area. The only stipulation is that works must be as
creative as possible. From the conceptualization of the work to its taking shape
we will make public the telephone number, E-mail address and FAX number of
all participants, welcoming a mixture of forms and organic change.

These issued works will be responded to through discussion, providing a point
from which further debate can start. In other words, discussion will be used as
a formal way of displaying everything. The City Body project takes as a shared
starting point for all participants the search for the city. At the same time, the
focus of our discussion will be the individual journeys taken from a common
origin, utilizing this same starting point as a core focus for both methodology
and narration whilst allowing maximum flexibility in conclusions, even
encouraging diversity and the results it creates. When the works are exhibited,
discussion will be held at a fixed time each day in a key public location in the
Taipei area.

Connecting the geographical location of different works — area media
Connecting central discussion areas-----Influential public discussion locations
Connecting reborn discussions----Publication and the Internet

All discussions that took place as a result of the City Body Project were edited
and included in a published work detailing the experience. This is not however
the last word on the material, focusing instead on the inclusion of subjects
likely to stimulate still further discussion, including:

-- Original Material: Manuscripts, survey diaries, segments of objects, stories
and graffiti produced by participants. Documents, records and images
collected by the project coordinator.

--Data selected and used in combinations by participants to narrate their own
works and individual arguments made during discussions on the City Body
Project

---Data and selected comments chosen and blended by the project coordinator
to stimulate further debate.

---Data from viewers that extend subjects discussed, together with data and
records that possess virtual or derivative value.



